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Reading Response on “The Coming of Print to Europe”
In an essay entitled “The Coming of Print to Europe”, Adrian Johns gives a brief historical description of the emergence of printing in Western Europe and how the invention of movable type contributed to early print in what he calls the printing revolution (Johns, 2014). He first explains why the introduction of printing in Western Europe qualifies to be a revolution, before putting out his argument regarding the gaps in the history of early print in Europe. However, he points out that printing emerged due to experiments, before setting the scene in which printing was introduced with a particular focus on the contribution of Johannes Gutenberg and his contemporaries (Johns, 2014). Subsequently, Johns attempts to illustrate the changes brought about by early print, explaining the establishment of the printing house, its early operations, and how it revolutionized the print industry. Also, he elaborates on how early print affected the ownership, distribution, and accessibility of printed works in existing social and financial systems. In his final segment, the author attempts to illustrate how print revolutionized human civilization and communication which eventually contributed to the modern distribution of knowledge through printed products.
In “The Coming of Print to Europe”, Johns argues that there exists a deficit in the historical account of the introduction of print in Europe and the implications of Johann Gutenberg’s invention to the world of print. He proposes that to better understand the revolution and its significance, one should avoid focusing more on the implications of the revolution that seem important when viewed in retrospect, as opposed to the context in which the revolution occurred (Johns, 2014). To elaborate his point, Johns expounds on the circumstances in which the foundation for early print was laid, and how it gained from practices that already existed. He points out that existing practices such as cannon-making, engraving, and the Vitruvian rhetoric contributed to the printing revolution through what he calls social and mechanical experiments by the goldsmiths and artisans (Johns, 2014). He also shows that Gutenberg’s invention of the moving type falls among these experiments by artisans at the time. Furthermore, Johns illustrates how the printing revolution impacted the practices, conventions, and regulations for the production and use of printed materials (Kvande, 2015). For instance, he explains the emergence of printing houses and their role in the development of guidelines for relationships between different players in the print industry. Also, Johns points out that the advancements in printing enabled more books to be produced at cheaper costs, hence more available to less-affluent members of the society (Johns, 2014). Ultimately, Johns attempts to explain how early print set the basis for modern sharing and preservation of knowledge through printed materials. This different approach proves his argument that more can be learned about the printing revolution and its significance by focusing on the circumstances in which the revolution occurred as opposed to using a retrospective approach to analyze the implications of the introduction of early print.
Therefore, Johns successfully uses his argument to highlight gaps in the previous historical accounts of the introduction and advancement of early print which neglected the implications of analyzing the printing revolution retrospectively with preconceptions about the direction of the changes. As such, he uses a different approach to explain the history of early print by exploring the circumstances in which the printing revolution occurred while focusing on Johannes Gutenberg and several individuals’ contribution to the revolution, thus detailing how early print benefited from the existing practices as part of experiments that gave rise to early print. Furthermore, he successfully illustrates how the printing revolution impacted the processes, conventions, and policies for the production and utilization of printed materials which revolutionized communication through print products. Consequently, Adrian Johns' "The Coming of Print to Europe" effectively supports his argument regarding how more can be learned from the history of early print and its implications.
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